
Third Sunday of Advent 1a (12/12/2021) 

 In the Gospel we hear of an encounter between John the Baptists and a group of priests 

and Levites.  They came to him to ask who he was … but why?  What did they need to know?  

What did the suspect?  There was certainly something special about this man, and they maybe 

sensed this.  It would be easy to dismiss a man dressed like a crazy person living in the desert 

eating bugs - but they took him much more seriously than you may think they should.  The 

response they have to him is the same response that people have in a superhero movie right after 

an average looking person preforms some unbelievable action - “who are you”?  They saw 

something out of the ordinary that they could not explain and they had to ask that question. 

 Why would hundreds, if not thousands, of people be flocking to the desert to see this 

strange man?  Why does he have such an aura of authority about him?  Even Herod, although he 

wasn’t happy with what he was saying, still was drawn to hear more.  There was a prophetic 

voice coming forth from this man - and the event of the Lord’s coming for which we prepare 

ourselves in Advent is very connected to this prophecy.  There is an excitement they had in 

approaching John, an excitement we should share today - but for a different reason. 

 The people coming to John ask that question posed in so many superhero movies:  Who 

are you?  They wonder if he is one of the several awaited-for figures that Jews of that time 

associated with the final coming of the Lord.  They ask if the is the Messiah - he answers no - in 

his own ministry he points to Jesus as a saving figure for whom he is but a humble messenger, he 

never claims such a lofty position.  They ask if he is The Prophet.  Well he is a prophet, and a 

significant one.  His father Zechariah prophesies about the savior that God has sent born of the 

house of David, and that John will be “the prophet of the most high and will go before the Lord 

to prepare His way.”  Jesus later will call John a prophet.  But John answers “no” to being “the” 

prophet - a specific prophetic figure that a group of the people were expecting.  He is the prophet 

that prepares the way for the Lord spoken of in Isaiah, but he is not “the” prophet they were 

looking for.  They all ask him if he is Elijah.  The prophecy of Malachi says that Elijah will come 

before the Lord.  Jesus says in another Gospel that John was Elijah come as the prophecy 

foretold.  But John says he is not Elijah.  He was not literally Elijah (that’s what they were 

thinking) - rather he is the new Elijah (just like Jesus is the new Adam).  He fulfills the prophecy 



by carrying on the mission of Elijah as Elisha did - but he is not the same man anymore than the 

new Adam is Adam come again.  They are now scratching their heads and still in in awe of him, 

and ask him by what authority he baptizes - where does he get his power.  John does not respond 

about himself but rather points to where the true authority lies.  John is the actual prophet who 

comes to fulfill the mission of Elijah to announce the coming and prepare the way for the 

Messiah, and he always points to the one who is to come after him.  John is a preparatory figure 

whose baptism had no power, but was merely symbolic, the one who comes after him brings the 

power of God and a Baptism that has real power.  The one who comes after John is the one who 

Isaiah foretold when he said “the Lord” was coming to save his people. 

 To answer the question who John is, it is necessary to answer the question of who Jesus 

is.  If John is fulfilling the prophecies of the one who prepares the way - then Jesus is the one 

who was promised.  The fulfillment of a promise of God to come himself to save his people.  In 

this third Sunday of Advent we lighten our vestments to symbolize the joy of this revelation.  

The joy that we are about to celebrate the coming of God in the flesh - the coming that brings 

with it the possibility of being saved in the Body of Jesus Christ.  We rejoice in the one who 

brings the Baptism that unites us to that Body, the one who provides the sacrament of 

reconciliation to re-unite us to that Body when we stray, and the one who gives us - in the 

Eucharist - that same Body as a nourishment along the journey to the salvation which he 

prepared for us.  It is something to be very joyful about!  God’s great love and the saving action 

was prophesied through history.  The joyful aspect of this prophecy is that: the Lord would come 

personally to save his people.  Not send a creature of power to accomplish the task - but come 

Himself.  How could we not be joyful at the arrival of God! 

 We can use this joy to encourage us through the final time of Advent.  We remember that 

if we are to invite the Lord into the home of our hearts this Christmas we must prepare as we 

would prepare for any important guest.  We must be cleaned from sin; we must open our hearts.  

The joyful thought of the Lord coming personally should speed our preparations - like the soon 

to be arrival of a beloved friend or relative speeds us to clean the house and prepare the food.  It 

is a time of preparation that is fueled by the Joy we speak about today - a joy that is centered in 

the love we feel for the one who has come to save us.  Rejoice, for the Lord is coming soon! 


